What’s wrong with Date Setting?

Text—Matt. 24: 36

Intro. A date to keep

A. Heb. 9: 27

B. Controlled by calendars

1. Births, anniversaries, school

2. Holidays, parties, reunions

C. End of the World?

1. Tonight? Tomorrow? Next Month? Next Year?

2. No one knows but some try to figure it out

I. Pre-Mill in a nutshell

A. Jesus rejected, spoke in parables

1. Bible Code for those “in the know”

2. Kingdom postponed, Church instead

B. Rapture of Church—(Second Coming? Invisible?)

C. Tribulation—7years (3 ½, AntiChrist, 3 ½)

D. Jesus Return—(Third Coming?)

E. Kingdom on Earth— (Fourth Coming? Millennial Reign)

F. Ascend into heaven

G. Some examples of Date Setting

1000
This year goes down as one of the most pronounced states of hysteria over the return of Christ. All members of society seemed affected by the prediction that Jesus was coming back on Jan 1, 1000 AD. There really weren't any of the events required by the Bible transpiring at that time. The magical number 1000 was primarily the sole reason for the expectation. During December 999 AD, everyone was on their best behavior; worldly goods were sold and given to the poor, swarms of pilgrims headed east to meet the Lord at Jerusalem, buildings went un-repaired, crops were left unplanted, and criminals were set free from jails. The year 999 AD turned into 1000 AD and nothing happened.

1988

The book "88 Reasons Why the Rapture is in 1988" came out only a few months before the event was to take place. What little time the book had, it used effectively. By the time Sept 11-13 rolled around, whole churches were caught up in the excitement the book generated. I personally had friends who were measuring themselves for wings. In the dorm where we lived, my friends were also openly confronting all of the unsaved. It became my job to defuse to situations. In one case, an accosted sinner was contemplating dispensary action against my now distant friends. Finally, the days of destiny dawned and then set. No Jesus. The environment was not the same as Miller's 1844 failure. To my surprise, the taunting by the unsaved was very brief. I took it that people have very little understanding of the Bible, so they had nothing to taunt my friends with. I made one other interesting observation. The time for the rapture was a 3-day window from Sept 11 to the 13 - my friends had given up hope on the morning of 12. I pointed out that they still had 2 days left, but they had been spooked nonetheless.

February 22, 2014

In late 2013 and early 2014, it was widely reported in English-language media outlets that Ragnarök would occur on February 22, 2014. Apparently patterned after the 2012 phenomenon, the claim was at times attributed to a "Viking Calendar". No such calendar is known to have existed, and the source was a "prediction" made to media outlets by the Jorvik Viking Centre in York, England, and intended to draw attention to an event that the institution was to hold on that date. The Jorvik Viking Centre was criticized for intentionally or unintentionally misleading the public; however, in an article on the incident, Joseph S. Hopkins perceives the media response as an example of a broad revival of interest in the Viking Age and ancient Germanic topics.
II. Dangers of Date Setting

A. Tells God when to return

1. Picking date tells God, “Not before and not after”

2. “In our image” – Gen. 1: 26

3. “My thoughts”—Isa. 55: 8-9

B. Creates False Hope

1. False Christs—Matt. 24: 23-26 (vs. 24)

2. Return to Worldliness—Matt. 24: 37-39

a. know date, repent later

b. cheapens salvation

3. Devastates those when day passes

a. Shrug it off

b. Leave the faith

c. Suicide

C. Wrong calendar

1. Dates based on Julian calendar—correct?

2. Gregorian calendar?

3. What about Bishop Usher’s calendar?

D. The Longest Day

1. Josh. 10: 11-14

2. vs. 13 (not to go down a whole day)

a. 24 hours extra? 12 hours? 8 hours?

b. When did this begin?

c. How do you calculate this into predictions for the rapture?

III. The Truth—what you need to know

A. Jesus will return

1. John 14: 1-3

2. Acts 1: 9-11

3. 1 Thess. 4: 13-18

4. 2 Thess. 2: 1-2

5. 2 Pet. 3: 9-10

B. All will be raised

1. Both Living and Dead—1 Thess. 4: 15-17; Jn. 5: 28

2. Both Righteous and Wicked—Jn. 5: 29

3. All at one time!

C. Judgment Carried Out—Matt. 25: 46

1. Righteous to Heaven

2. Wicked to Hell

Conclusion


Read Matt. 25: 1-13



No human being can predict the date of Jesus’ return. It is impossible and should be left that way!!

