The Narrow Way

 

Text—Matt. 7: 13-23

 
Intro.  Which Way are you going?
1. Everyone is on a spiritual journey as they travel through life...

   a. Whether religious or not, we travel a spiritual path

 

   b. When we reach a fork in the road we must decide which path to take.

   c.  Every day we make choices that affects the direction in which we are headed.

 

2. Many people think that the paths we can travel are many...

   a. In one sense that may be true; there are all kinds of religions

   b. But in another sense there are really only two paths or ways

 

3. Where are you in your spiritual sojourn?

   a. Are you on the right way?

   b. Are you heading in the right direction?

 

 

I.                   The Two Paths (vs. 13-14)
 

In His sermon on the mount, Jesus spoke of two paths - Mt 7: 13-14

   a. Each with its own beginning, each with its own end

   b. One way is heavily populated; the other is traveled by few

                           c. We will look at both…

 

A.     The Narrow Way—Look at the strait gate and narrow way. What do we know about this path?

            1. Jesus says that it is the path that leads to life. This obviously means that it is the gate that leads men to heaven.

            2. Jesus says that it is a "strait" gate. The word "strait" means difficult. Jesus tells us that entering heaven will not be easy. This is a surprise to most people, because they have been taught that the way to heaven is easy. They've been taught, "All you have to do to be saved is believe in Jesus." There is a great difference between what men teach today and what Jesus taught then.

            3. Jesus tells us that there are not many people going in through this strait gate and narrow way. He says, "Few there be that find it." This too, is a surprise to many folks, because they believe that most people will be saved because most people believe in God.

Jesus has told us three things about the strait gate and narrow way.
 
1. It is the gate that leads to heaven.

2. It is difficult to enter.

3. There will not be many people who go in the strait gate.

So far, we have no trouble understanding what Jesus has said. While it may not agree with what most have been taught and believe, it is clear and easy to understand. 

Let us imagine, for a moment, that there is a sign over the strait gate. What would it say? Obviously, it would say, "To Heaven." It would mean that because those entering in know the truth and have heaven as their destination. Remember though, Jesus says that there are only a few that will find it and go in? Why is that?

a.       Who are those who find and enter the narrow way?

b.      Give some serious thought to that question while we consider what Jesus taught us about the broad way.

 

 

B. The Broad Way—Consider the broad way and the wide gate now. Jesus tells us some things about it, also.

                   1. It is a "wide" gate. It is a gate that is easily seen. Perhaps it is attractive. It surely draws people to it.

                   2. Jesus tells us this gate is the entrance to a broad way. Some translations say it is the "easy way." 

In other words, it is not hard to enter this gate nor walk the road it covers.

                   3. Jesus tells us that it is a gate that leads to destruction or Hell. Those who go in that gate are bound for destruction.

                   4. Jesus told us there are going to be "many" who go in this gate. Remember, there are going to be only a few who go in the narrow gate to Heaven, but many will go in the gate to Hell. Many! Why is that? Do they want to go to eternal punishment? Is that what people desire? This is a question that also bears serious consideration.


Jesus has told four things about the wide gate and the broad way.

1. It is a wide gate.

2. It is easy way to go.

3. It is the gate that leads to Hell.

4. There will be many people who go in the wide gate.

Most people consider this to be the way of the world, the way of those who do not try to serve Jesus. Generally, it is taught that the sinners and those who do not love God and the "un-churched" are the ones going in this gate. We are told they are living an "easy" life; hence we are to understand that they are going down the broad way. Why would anyone ever go in this gate? Surely you would not choose to go in this gate.

Let's use our imagination again, and ask ourselves:

"What does the sign over the wide gate and broad way would say?"

What do you think?

Most people, when asked this question say that the sign over the wide gate would say "To Hell." It is true, that Hell is where those who go in that gate will end, but is that what the sign would say?

No! That sign over the broad gate says "To Heaven!"

It is a lying sign. It is a sign that gives false directions. Think about it a moment. People going through the wide gate and broad way actually believe that they are going to end up in heaven.

 

Prove it to yourself… Read what Jesus says in the next verse.

C.  False Prophets?

Matthew 7: 15, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
 

1.      Sheep’s clothing

a.       Means on the outside they appear harmless.

b.      Friendly

c.       Helpful

 

2.      Ravening wolves

a.       Inside they are treacherous

b.      Deciteful

c.       Glorymongers

 

 
II.                The Piped Piper Syndrome (vs. 15)
A.    The Cult Leaders

1.      Jim Jones

 

2.      Marshall Applewhite

 

3.      David Koresh

 

4.      The Pope

a.       Catholic—Church First, Bible second

b.      Examples of Pope Commands—See Chart

c.       2 Tim. 3: 16-17

 

5.      Jesus Warned—Matt. 24: 23-26

 

B.     The Salesmen

1.      Rick Warren

 

“The point Paul is making is that we must be willing to adjust our worship practices when unbelievers are present (1 Corinthians 14: 23). God tells us to be sensitive to the hang-ups of unbelievers in our services. Although Paul never used the term 'Seeker Sensitive,' he definitely pioneered the idea."  (Rick Warren, Purpose Driven Church, p. 243)

 

 

2.      Joel Osteen

a.       Osteen’s Creed

OSTEEN'S CREED:
This is my Bible.  I am what it says I am.
I have what it says I have.  I can do what it says I can do.
Today I will be taught the Word of God.
I boldly confess my mind is alert, my heart is receptive.  I will never be the same.
I am about to receive the incorruptible, indestructible, ever-living seed of the Word of God.
I will never be the same.  Never, never, never.  I will never be the same. In Jesus name.
Amen.
(Liturgy)
 

b.      Quote
“You can be committed to Church but not committed to Christ, but you cannot be committed to Christ and not committed to church.”
 
 

 

C.    2 Cor. 11: 13-15

 

1.      Billy Graham (Baptist)—“Faith Only”

a.       Sinners Prayer

b.      Jesus Christ Personal Savior

c.       James 2: 17, 22-24

 

2.      Institutionalists

a.       Orphanages

b.      Rest Homes

c.       Inner City Ministries

d.      Rom. 14: 17

 

 

 

D.    Warning Signs (vs. 16-20)

1.      2 Tim. 4: 3-4

 

2.      1 John 4: 1

 
III.             Doing God’s Will (vs. 21-23)
 

A.    Can’t into heaven without it—Matt. 7: 21

 

B.     Members of God’s Family—Mk. 3: 31-35

1.      Immediate family sometimes not part of God’s (3: 31-34)

2.      Division of family:

a.       Lk. 10: 38-42—Martha and Mary

b.      Lk. 12: 51-53—Parents against Children

 

C.    Causes God to hear Prayer—John 9: 31, “We know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and do his will, him he heareth.”
 

1.      Refutes “Sinner’s Prayer”

2.      Alien sinner not heard!

3.      Only those who do God’s Will

 

D.    Fits us to receive the promise—Heb. 10: 36-39 (READ)

1.      “Promise”—Hope for the resurrection

 

2.      Paul preached—Acts 23: 6; 26: 6-7 (READ)

 

E.     Causes us to abide forever—1 John 2: 17 (READ)

 

1.      Loving the world—(2: 15-17) (READ)

 

2.      Gaining world—Jesus said, “For what shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his life?  27. For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then shall he render unto every man according to his deeds.” Matt. 16: 26-27

 

 

F.     Prepares us for Heaven—Rev. 22: 14-15, “Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the right `to come' to the tree of life, and may enter in by the gates into the city.  Without are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.”
 

1.      Jesus is the way—John 14: 6  (READ)

 

2.      Keep Commands = Love—John 14: 15, 22-24 (READ)

 

G.    All would do God’s Will—Important

1.      Not all do God’s Will

 

2.      Have own ideas or paths—Prob. 14: 12, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.”
 
a.      Cult Leaders, Megachurches, etc.

 
b.      All want to go their own way or do their own thing

 
3.      Jesus said, “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  Matt. 7: 23

 
 

 

Conclusion
Commandments embraced in God’s Will
1.      To the Sinner

a.       Belief—John 6: 40

b.      Repent—Acts 17: 30

c.       Confession—Matt. 10:32

d.      Baptism—Mk. 16: 16

e.       Live Faithfully—Rev. 2: 10

 

2.      To the Christian—2 Pet. 1: 5-8

 

“Yea, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in `your' virtue knowledge; 6. and in `your' knowledge self-control; and in `your' self-control patience; and in `your' patience godliness; 7. and in `your' godliness brotherly kindness; and in `your' brotherly kindness love. 8. For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

