Priorities

Text:  Romans 6:16-23
16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?

This passage suggests a decision needs to be made – to serve God or Not

Christians would say that they have made a choice to serve God
1.  But is that what we are really doing?
2.  We are going to examine this question & OUR PRIORITIES 

Romans 6:16, 22-23
16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves …, whether of sin leading to death (separation from God), or of obedience leading to righteousness? (there’s a choice to be made)
22 But now having been set free from sin (Christians), and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. (Christians WILL INHERIT- ETERNAL LIFE if Faithful…if not)
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Text suggests a deep commitment to serve God and one’s decision has eternal consequences 
How much of a commitment must we make?
Matthew 6:33
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness….

In other words We must put God 1st as our priority
Does That Include whatever we want as long as we give God the credit?
Matthew 7:21

21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
      but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

No, we need to do what God says not what we think he wants so we can enter the Kingdom of heaven 
How Do I Know What My Priorities Are?
Let’s look at a Bible Example:
Mark 10:17-22 (Rich Young Ruler)
17 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" 18 So Jesus said to him… 19 You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' 'Honor your father and your mother.' " 20 And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth."     21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." 22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
1.  His priorities seemed to be right

2.  But his ACTIONS indicated differently – one thing he lacks – material wealth
IS THAT WHAT OUR LIFE IS LIKE?

1 Timothy 6:10

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

When we put a higher regard on material wealth; instead of our spiritual obligations; such as, teaching our children right and wrong.
When asked what is most important, How do we answer?

We tend to answer in terms of what we know should be most important…BUT is that really the truth?

2 Corinthians 13:5 
5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified.
ARE WE DOING WHAT WE NEED TO DO?

We need to be honest…because we don’t often spend enough time reflecting on our behavior
Not an easy task – lots of distractions ---(video games, sports or overly concerned with how we look) - etc.
Matthew 6:21-24

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (that is what you think about) 22 "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good (or single-ASV…meaning if we focus on what God wants), your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! (because we are focusing on worldly or temporary things) 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other (in other words one can’t serve 2 masters well). You cannot serve God and mammon (WORLD).
OUR HEART NEEDS FOCUS TO ON SERVING GOD 1st otherwise we can’t do it adequately
**THEREFORE - WE NEED TO SET OUR PRIORITIES CORRECTLY**
HOW DO WE DO THAT? - We might ask some questions:
I.  What God Does God Say?
GOD SAYS:

Matthew 5:14, 16
14 You are the light of the world… 
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
1 Timothy 4:15

15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all.
It needs to be apparent to others that you are a good example

II. What Would Others Say Our Priorities Are?
Our neighbors, co-workers, friends, family…even children…What matters most to us?
Do they notice that we are different than other people…that we are a Christian…if we are
WOULD THEY NOTICE OUR speech is different (don’t off color jokes) don’t curse or swear, calm disposition, joy in our heart, do we talk about the bible or teach it? 
IF WE ASKED THESE SAME PEOPLE

In a court of law, would the evidence convict us that we are truly a Christian?
III. What Do We Think About?
GOD SAYS:

 Matthew 6:21
 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
In other words, what we hold as important is what we will be thinking about 

 Psalm 1:2 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night.
(If we delight in word of God we will think about it often)
WHEN OUR MINDS ARE IN NEUTRAL (our obligations/activities don’t require it), WHAT DO WE THINK ABOUT? 
IF WE ONLY THINK ABOUT GOD WHEN WE FORCE OURSELVES TO, IS OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE REALLY AN OVER-RIDING CONCERN? 
IF NO, THEN WE NEED TO LEARN TO LOVE GOD’S WORD

IV. What Do We Talk About? 
GOD SAYS:

Luke 6:45

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

WE TEND TO  TALK ABOUT WHAT WE LOVE THE MOST
2 Corinthians 10:5
5 … bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ (There is a certain way God expects to think)

….THEREFORE, WE
NEED TO LEARN TO THINK LIKE GOD WANTS US 

IF WE RARELY TALK ABOUT THE ABOUT GOD OR HIS WORD (except in connection with worship services) THAT OUGHT TO TELL US SOMETHING
IF WE NATURALLY/ENTHUSIATICALLY TEND TO TALK ABOUT OTHER THINGS, THEN IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT ARE PRIORITIES ARE REALLY SPIRITUAL 
V. How Do We Spend Our “Discretionary” Time?
GOD SAYS:

Ephesians 5:15-16

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise (need to live wisely), 16 redeeming (making the most) the time…

1 John 3:18
18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed (by doing) and in truth (according to what God says).
MOST HAVE SOME SPARE TIME …HOW WE SPEND IT SAYS SOMETHING ABOUT OUR PRIORITIES 
EXAMPLE: 

1.  IF YOU TAKE VACATION:


A.  HOW DO YOU SPEND YOUR TIME?



1.  DO YOU GO TO WORSHIP ON SUNDAY OR GO TO A MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY?


2.  OR DO YOU TELL YOURSELF …GOD DOESN’T CARE IF I MISS ONE TIME?
GOD SAYS:

Hebrews 10:24-29

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, … 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?
2.  RETIRE FROM SECULAR JOB


A.  DO SPEND MORE TIME SERVING GOD or LESS?

HOW WE USE OUR SPARE TIME IS A FAIR INDICATION OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD

VI. What “Gives” When We Face A Conflict Of Priorities?
GOD SAYS:

Matthew 10:37-38

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
WE NEED TO LOVE GOD MORE THAN FAMILY BY DOING WHAT GOD SAYS.
2 Timothy 4:10.
10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica…

DEMAS HAS FORSAKEN DOING WHAT GOD EXPECTS
ARE WE GOING TO WHAT DEMAS DID OR WHAT GOD WANTS?

EXAMPLES:

Scheduling conflicts — unable to be two places at the same time, we often have to sacrifice something.
1.  When a conflicts arises Between Worship Service & the sporting event 

What do we choose??
2. Once in a life time Big Family event (Wedding, Anniversary or B-Day) or Sunday Worship of God 

       Do we sacrifice our commitment to assemble with the brethren?
3.  Or how about a special school event scheduled & Mid-week bible study?
DO WE CHOOSE WHAT GOD EXPECTS OR WHAT THE WORLD WANTS?

VII. What if you had 24 Hours or a Week or a Year to Live?
WOULD THAT CHANGE HOW YOU LIVED?

(I imagine that would change most people…As what is IMPORTANT or NOT)


1.  If you’re a not Christian & you believed – You would become one


2.  If you’re a Christian:

A.
Some things you would not consider important: (if 24 hours/week)
1. Your Job, School - No going to work/school. Not a second thought about it 
2. Your entertainment - No football on TV, no sports leagues, etc.
3.   Resting and Eating - No, I am dying. My time must count.

B.
Things you would consider as very important.
1.   Prayer 
   


a.
What would you pray for? Bad habits? Missed opportunities?



b.
No one will say: "I do not know how to pray!"
2.
Worship services take on a very deep meaning (if 24 hours)


a.
You will not miss services on this day! In fact you may not go home.


b.
What meaning will you get out of: 



Singing - The Lord's Supper -  Preaching - Giving 


c.
No clock watching on this day, no daydreaming or playing with children.
3.
Personal work will have a tremendous urgency.


a.
You want to work with family and friends, but there is not enough time!


b.
You deal with those grudges that you have nursed. (Matt 6:14-15)
4.
Bible study is important as time as allows


a.
You would be rushing to others to find out what you never tried to before.
Or would we take just assume we have all the time in the world to do these things?

2 Peter 3:15
10 … the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
We don’t know how much time we have!!! (of Christ coming back or our death)
Conclusion

How then do I know — in all honesty — what my priorities are?
 BY LOOKING AT WHAT I AM, IN FACT, DOING WITH MY LIFE
Romans 6:16

16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
At least one thing is clear: 
I can’t give the first and the best of myself to pursuit of the “American Dream” and still turn around and say the Lord is my first love. 
1 John 2:15.
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

I can’t go “all out” for one thing and then truthfully claim another is more important.  
Matthew 6:24

24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Mathew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Where my priorities are, there will my energy and enthusiasm be also.
Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.
A blessing is pronounced on the “pure in heart” 
Matthew 10:37-38

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. 
And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
What is God is asking from us?

Wholehearted commitment to put Him first in everything - ARE YOU WILLING TO?
