BUILDING GOD’S WALL – Part 3
Science and the Bible
INTRODUCTION:

A.   EXAMINE THE HARMONY OF THE BIBLE & SCIENCE AS 1 MORE BRICK IN GOD’S WALL
TEXT:  1 Timothy 6:20 

20 O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge—
· NEED TO BE CAREFUL WHAT WE BELIEVE – WHY?  NO FAIR HEARING GIVEN
· SOME REJECT BIBLE SIMPLY BECAUSE DON’T LIKE WHAT IT SAYS 


INCLUDES SOME SCIENTISTS & OTHERS – don’t want to 
· SOME NEVER CONSIDERED 

I.  DEFINING OUR PROPOSITION.
     IF GOD CREATED THE WORLD AND WROTE THE BIBLE THEN THERE SHOULD BE NO 

  
 
 

CONTRADICATIONS BETWEEN THE FACTS/LAWS OF SCIENCE & BIBLE

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY FACT OR LAWS OF SCIENCE?
1.  PHYSICAL OR NATURAL WORLD THAT HAS BEEN PROVED AS TRUE


A.  REPEATABLE


B.  TESTABLE


C.  DEMONSTRABLE

2.  EXAMPLES OF SCIENCE


A.  Tadpoles change into Frogs – is repeatable, testable & observable

B.  Gravity – is testable & demonstrable
3.  EVOLUTION –micro & macro


a.  Micro – true – changes within certain natural limits



b.  Macro – changes over time where one species changes into diff. species - some assert as true but not provable
SOME REJECT THE BIBLE BECAUSE OF THIS

TWO CONCERNS:
1.  NEED TO UNDERSTAND BIBLE CORRECTLY

2.  DON’T TREAT A THEORY OF SCIENCE AS FACT

REALIZE 

1.  BIBLE NOT A SCIENCE BOOK – not going to give you detailed info but general comments that harmonize w Bible
IF WE DO THIS THERE WILL BE NO CONTRADICTIONS
II.  ERRORS OF MEN NOT FOUND
A.   NO COMMON ERRORS OF SCIENCE – thru the ages there have been numerous errors
          1.  Acts 7:22  Moses
               22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds.



    Yet no hint of Egyptian theories of origins (they had several…associated w their gods).

                   a.  The world came from a cosmic (flying) egg (David Leeming, Creation Myths, Pg. 104)






 or Man came from white worms of the Nile. 
IF GENESIS WAS FROM MEN (Moses) WOULD EXPECT HIM TO WRITE WHAT HE LEARNED
                   b.  Instead: Gen. 1:1, 26;  2:7.





1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.





26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness… 
          2. Daniel (Daniel 1:20).  


    20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, 
                  he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm.
Daniel 5:11-12.
11 There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father--your father the king--made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers. 12 Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and explaining enigmas (difficult to understand) were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation."
None of the Babylonian myths, magic, or mysteries in his writing.  They came to him for wisdom
B.  CLAIMS OF MEN THE BIBLE NEVER MADE:

        1.  Life arose from inorganic matter – The Bible claims life from life GENESIS 1:12, 21, 25, 26.

        2.  The earth is the center of the Universe (Ptolemy (tal ol me), an Egyptian, ancient astronomer, geographer, &
               mathematician who considered the Earth the center of the universe – the “Ptolemaic system”).

        3.  Superstitious medical remedies (Lizard blood, swine teeth, putrid meat, etc. )

III.  HARMONY OF SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE.

A.   ROUND/SPHERE (BALL) EARTH (Prov. 8:27 – 1000 BC;  Isa. 40:22 – 740-690 BC)
Proverbs 8:27 When He prepared the heavens, I was there, When He drew a circle on the face of the deep,
Isaiah 40:22    It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches
                         out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.
IT MAY NOT MEAN THIS BUT A COUPLE HEBREW LEXICONS SAY IT MAY…still HARMONIZES







COMMON THOUGHT/ACCEPTED SCIENCE – EARTH IS FLAT
          1.       384-322 BC:  Aristotle argued for a spherical earth, but few were convinced.

          2.       1520 AD:  Introduction of the compass and the voyages of Columbus and Magellan.
B.  SUSPENSION OF THE EARTH (Job 26:7 – 2000-1600 BC)
Job 26:7 (Job Speaking)… He (GOD) hangs the earth on nothing.
          1.    150 AD When men thought the earth flat and rigidly supported as argued by Ptolemy.

          2.    1686 AD:  Sir Isaac Newton – Law of Universal Gravitation.

                   The earth is suspended in its orbit by the attraction of the sun.
Some Argue

Job 26:11  The pillars of heaven tremble, And are astonished at His rebuke. 

They infer that pillars is talking about the same thing…as Hangs the earth on nothing but it obvious God isn’t talking about this….you don’t rebuke something physical
C.   COUNTLESS NUMBER THE STARS (Gen. 15:5 – 1400 BC;  Jer. 33:22 – 600 BC).
Genesis 15:5 (1400 BC )
Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."
Jeremiah 33:22 ( 600 BC )
22 As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, nor the sand of the sea measured, so will I multiply the descendants of David My servant and the Levites who minister to Me.' " 
         

1.    150 BC:   Hipparchus taught there were less than 3,000 stars.  
                              He was a Greek astronomer and mathematician who discovered the precession of the equinoxes,
                              calculated the length of the year to within 61/2 minutes, compiled the first known star catalog, and 
                              made an early formulation of trigonometry.

     2.    150 AD:  Ptolemy counted 1,056 and claimed the number was not over 3,000.

     3.  1608 AD:  Galileo use a telescope and announce the number of stars innumerable.
Some Argue – that men knew this way before this…there may have been BUT these intelligent men didn’t


& you still can argue that this harmonizes with Science.
D.   THE PATHS OF THE SEA (Psalm 8:8 – 1000 BC - David).
Psalm 8:8 The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths (currents) of the seas.
          1.  1855 AD:  Matthew Fontaine Muary, upon hearing Psalm 8:8 read to by his son, set

                                 out to discover and chart the ocean’s sea lanes and current.
Some Argue – that men knew this already but they don’t offer any proof…King David didn’t know
E.   CHANNELS (CANYONS) IN THE SEA (2 Sam. 22:16 – 1000 BC).
2 Samuel 22:16 Then the channels of the sea were seen, The foundations of the world were uncovered, 
                           At the rebuke of the Lord, At the blast of the breath of His nostrils.

          1.  1504 AD:  Juan de la Costa made the first ocean soundings, but nothing to change

                                 the universal view that the ocean floors were flat, sandy beds like our deserts.

          2.  1840 AD:  James Clark Rose made oceanic soundings to a depth of nearly 2,000 fathoms. (12000 ft.)

          3.  1971 AD:  First complete map of the ocean floors showing the resesses of the deep.
F.  SPRINGS IN THE SEA (Job 38:16 – 2000-1600 BC;  Gen. 7:11;  8:2 – 1400 BC).
Job 38:16

16 "Have you entered the springs of the sea? Or have you walked in search of the depths?
Genesis 7:11

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
Genesis 8:2

2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained.

          1.       1930 AD:  Fresh water springs discovered in the ocean floor.

          2.       1945 AD:  Underwater volcanoes discovered.
G.  THE WATER VAPOR CYCLE (Job 36:27-28 – 2000-1600 BC;  Ecc. 1:7 – 1000 BC).
Job 36:27-28

27 For He draws up drops of water, Which distill as rain from the mist, 28 Which the clouds drop down And pour abundantly on man.
Ecclesiastes 1:7
7 All the rivers run into the sea, Yet the sea is not full; To the place from which the rivers come, There they return again.

          1.       Sea is not full,  Evaporation and rain.

          2.       350 BC Aristotle comprehended the water vapor cycle and published Meteorlogica.

          3.       1770 AD:  Benjamin Franklin observed movement of water by storms.
H.  LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD (Lev. 17:11 – 1400 BC).
Leviticus 17:11

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'
          1.  350 BC:  Herophilos advocated blood letting as a cure of disease.  They thought that

                               blood was the cause of disease.

          2.  1616 AD:  Dr. William Harvey, British physician, discovered blood circulates and

                                is used over and over.

          3.  1800 AD:  Barbers were surgeons and blood letters.  ( Red stripe on barber pole.)


4. 
 1900 AD:  When people realized how important blood is 

I.  ALL FLESH IS NOT THE SAME
1 Corinthians 15:39  (56 AD)

39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds.


1.  1838 AD Theodore Schwann developed the common cell theory & others believed all flesh the same



2.  1930 AD Invention of the electron microscope when men realized was different 
 

J.  COSMOLOGY – ASTROPHYSICS
         1.       The Universe is winding down (Psalm 102:25-27 1000 BC) 
Psalm 102:25-26

25 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 26 They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow old like a garment…
Hebrews 1:10-11 ( 68 AD)
10 And: "You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 11 They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment;




a. 1850 AD 2nd law of thermodynamics (Loss of useful energy & disintegrates over time).

Some Argue – some may have already had figured this out way before this

K.  THE WIND BLOWS IN CIRCULAR PATHS (Ecc. 1:6 1000 BC)
Ecclesiastes 1:6 (1000 BC)
6 The wind goes toward the south, And turns around to the north; The wind whirls about continually, And comes again on its circuit.
1.  1643 AD Barometer invented – air has weight

2.  1820 AD First synoptic weather map

3.  1940 AD Weather Balloons invented showed wind blows in circular paths
CONCLUSION:

A. NONE OF THE MISTAKEN NOTIONS OF THEIR AGE WAS INCLUDED BY THE WRITERS OF THE BIBLE

B.  BIBLE STATEMENTS THAT INDICATE AN UNDERSTANDING BEYOND
          THE MOST ADVANCED OF THEIR DAY.

C.  THE BIBLE IS A SPECIAL BOOK.  INSPIRED OF GOD
1 Thessalonians 2:13
13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.
They received it as God’s word in the 1st Century as TRUE…SHOULDN’T WE TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY?
