#3 EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY- HISTORY AS A FOUNDATION
Welcome to Bible Truths

Today’s lesson is titled Effective Bible Study using History as a Foundation – Part 3.
One of the techniques in Effective Bible Study uses Bible History as a Foundation to help one remember what the Bible is about.  The History, Main Events or Story of what the Bible about is pretty easy to remember once one knows what these are.
These lessons identify the key details of what the Bible is about.   This will help give us have a much better idea of what the context of what every Book of the Bible is about and less likely to draw the wrong conclusion. 
Part 1 of this series covered the 1st 5 books of the Bible:  Genesis to Deuteronomy.
These 5 books covered the Creation of  life, talks about the Children of Israel inheriting the PROMISE Land and they are Given the Law of Moses to follow.
Part 2 of this lesson covered the next 12 books of history:  Joshua to Ester.

These 12 books cover Israel receiving their inheritance (the land of Canaan or Israel), becoming unfaithful to God, God punishing them by being led away from Israel as captives and finally returning back to the Promise Land.   This completes OT history.

In Part 3 of this lesson covers NT History’s fulfillment of OT prophecy, using the Books Galatians, Mark and Acts.   
This lesson is a continuation of the last 2 lessons where we talked about the key events and Main Ideas to help set a foundation to build and organize our Bible Knowledge on.
The 1st 4 books of the Bible are about Jesus Christ, The Messiah.  The one that was prophesized to be the Savior of the world in the OT…..so that All people of the world might have the hope of Eternal Life with God.  This is what God meant in regards to the promise that was made to Abraham, in Genesis 12:3 and explained in great detail in the NT and particularly in Book of Galatians in Chapter 3.
Gen 12:3  “…And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."

Gal 3:6-9 (In regards to a discussion of receiving this Blessing by Faith NOT  thru the Law of Moses)

 6 just as Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."   7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed."   9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 

Gal 3:14

14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

Gal 3:26-29

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

CHART #5
Mark 1:14-15

 Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 
Rom 5:8

8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Mark 16:14-17

Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

Acts 1:4-8

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;  5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

Acts 2:22-24

22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know --  23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

Acts 2:29-33

29 "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,   31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. 

Acts 2:36-39

36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

Acts 2:40-41

And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

(THE CHURCH)

Acts 2:30 (Reference to the Resurrection of Christ to Be Head of the Church)
30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 

Acts 2:47

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 8:1-3

Now Saul was consenting to his death.

At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 

Acts 22:15-16 (SAUL RETELLS HIS CONVERSION)
15 For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.' 

Acts 10 – God tells Cornelius (a Gentile) to send for the Apostle Peter (Jew) to come to Him
Acts 10:19-23

19 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three men are seeking you. 20 Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them." 

21 Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him from Cornelius, and said, "Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?" 

22 And they said, "Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you." 

Acts 10:27-29

 28 Then he said to them, "You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. 29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?" 

Acts 10:34-36

Then Peter opened his mouth and said:"In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. 36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ -- He is Lord of all -- 

Acts 10:39-43

 39 And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, 41 not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42 And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him (ENOUGH to DO) will receive remission of sins."

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.  Then Peter answered, 47 "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 

Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying,"You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!" 

4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 

 VS. 5-11   (EXPLAINS HIS VISION FROM GOD) 
12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. 13 And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, 'Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be saved.' 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John indeed baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  17 If therefore God gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?" 18 When they heard these things they became silent; and they glorified God, saying,"Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life." 

Acts 15:5   Some Jewish Christians taught Gentiles needed to be Circumcised and Keep the Law of Moses

Peter Argues against this

1. Received HS like the Apostles had

2. Jewish Christians saved in same manner as the Gentiles are

Other Argument:  OT predicted that all the Gentiles may call on God – Amos 9:11-12

Essentially some of the Jewish Christians wanted the Gentiles to become Jews so they could avoid persecution from their fellow countrymen.

Acts 28:20

20 For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain."   Genesis 12:3
NKJV

If you know these key details, it can help you build your Bible knowledge on a solid foundation.

