  Authority in Religion
INTRODUCTION:

1. We Live in a world filled with Authority figures – Parents, Employers & Government 

2. But when it comes to Religion many think there is none or perhaps use a std other than the Bible Alone
WHAT DOES GOD SAY?

TEXT: Matthew 28:18
18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
This Lesson on “Authority in Religion?” comes After a series of 
LESSONS DESIGNED HELP YOU UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE BETTER BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY MISUNDERSTANDINGS ON WHAT GOD EXPECTS, those lessons were:
1.  Sola Scriptura (all-sufficiency of the Bible)

2.  How Are We Led (by our intellect & voluntary do what’s revealed in the Bible)

3.  Last time spoke on “Has God given us a Pattern?” Yes - need to follow it so we can know we are rt w God

We offer these lessons to encourage you to read & study your bible.
WE URGE YOU TO MAKE A COMMITMENT TO FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF WHAT GOD EXPECTS

HAPPY TO assist you in that EFFORT by offering you a free home bible study….just contact us & we’ll arrange it.
Getting Back to Our Lesson

Authority in Religion
1st we need to understand:

WHAT IS AUTHORITY
Matthew 28:18

18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Definition
Merriam – Webster 11th Edition 

The power to give orders or make decisions: the power or right to direct or control someone or something

1849 Exousia – Thayer’s  Greek Lexicon (Vine’s Dictionary says the same thing)

The Power of Rule or Government (the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and obeyed)

Matthew 28:18

18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

IF GOD HAS ALL AUTHORITY, HOW MUCH DO WE HAVE? 

None, unless he delegates some
HOW DO WE KNOW IT IS FROM GOD?
Hebrews 1:1-2

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, (refer. To the OT period when God spoke to heads of families) 2 has in these last days (once the NT was established) spoken to us by His Son (Jesus), whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;
WHERE IS THAT LOCATED? 

Galatians 3:24-25 

24 Therefore the law (the OT) was our (Jews) tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith (the Gospel or NT) has come, we are no longer under a tutor (the OT).
ARE WE UNDER CHRIST AUTHORITY NOW?
Ephesians 1:20-23
20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
HOW DID HE MAKE HIS WILL KNOWN?
John 17:18

18 As You (Father) sent Me (Jesus) into the world, I also have sent them (Apostles) into the world.
John 16:12-15

12 I (Jesus) still have many things to say to you, but you (apostles) cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.

WHY IS HOLY SPIRIT LEADING THE APOSTLES INTO ALL TRUTH?
Ephesians 3:3-6
3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel,
1 Corinthians 14:37

37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.
THEY MAKE THE WILL OF GOD KNOWN

ARE THE SCRIPTURES COMPLETE FOR WHAT WE NEED?
2 Timothy 3:16-17

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
2 Peter 1:3

3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
Now that we know

· What Authority is

· Jesus Has All Authority & Need to Obey Him

· God Reveals his will thru the NT

WHAT ELSE DO WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT AUTHORITY

Colossians 3:17

17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus

All that we say or do needs to be by Jesus’s Authority
HOW IS BIBLE AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED? – ILLUSTRATION OF HOW IT IS
John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; (Direct Statement) as I have loved you, that you also love one another. (Christ’s approved example) 35 By this (Necessary Inference) all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
This passage is an illustration of 3 methods of establishing authority: 
1.  Direct Statement or Command

2.  Approved example

3.  Necessary Inference (implied conclusion)  
Let’s Look at another illustration – On something many are divided on


Lord’s Supper
Command: 1 Corinthians 11:23 Observe
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me."
Approved

Example:   Acts 20:7 When
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, ...
Inference:    Acts 20:7 Frequency
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, ...
Which 1st day is not specified, like the Sabbath day wasn’t 

But how did Jews understand it?  Kept it every Sabbath (or Saturday)



Church Music
Command:  Ephesians 5:19 Sing
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
Approved
Example:   Acts 16:25
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Inference:  2 John 9
9 Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.  ASV
WHAT DOES THIS ILLUSTRATE FOR US?
In order for it to be Scriptural it must be found in the NT in one of these 3 ways

1.  Any teaching that comes from another source is condemned – (2 John 9 )
2.  Any Worship practice that isn’t in the scriptures, is considered corrupt & vain worship – (Matthew 15:9, John 4:24)
3.  Any church whose name, teachings, organization, work, worship and terms of membership are not clearly stated in the Scriptures is NOT the Lord’s Church – (Matt 16:18, Rom 16:16, Eph 4:4-5)

Ephesians 4:4-5

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

HOW MANY KINDS OF BIBLE AUTHORITY ARE THERE?

1.  Generic

a.  Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.
Go  - How?  Teach – What Method?  Baptizing  - Where?

b.  Ephesians 5:19 Sing
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
Sing – From a book?  Memory? Overhead?  God Didn’t Specify so man must choose
2.  Specific

a.  Lord’s Supper – Matthew 26:26-29 unleavened bread & fruit of the vine


b.  Music – Ephesians 5:19 Sing
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,


Singing excludes other kinds of music
HAS THERE BEEN A TENDENCY FOR MEN TO NOT HOLD TO WHAT GOD SAYS?

YES – several examples in the bible:  Cain – Genesis 4; Nadab & Abihu – Lev 10;  King Saul -  1 Samuel 15
Jeremiah 2:13 – Summarizes it well
13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns--broken cisterns that can hold no water
WHAT ARE SOME UNSCRIPTURAL SOURCES PEOPLE HOLD TO?
1. What someone has taught you from outside the bible – Parents or Preachers
2.  Human reasoning instead of from the bible – ex. Of scholars instead of reading for one self, Commentaries or book about the bible instead of the bible
3.  Feelings – better felt than told or just seems right – HOW ARE WE LED LESSON

4.  Human Creeds  - based some religion’s reasoning instead of just using the bible.

CONCLUSION
DO YOU HAVE AUTHORITY FOR WHAT YOU PRACTICE IN WORSHIP TO GOD AND IN YOUR PERSONAL LIFE?  If no, we encourage you to reject the teachings of men and practice only what God authorizes in the NT.
